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DX and Voodoo in Benin, West Africa

Presented by The Finnish DX Team (OH5BM, OH5LLR, OH2TA)



Where is Benin and our QTH?



TY5AF QTH: Grand Popo (Villa Karo)



Visa and flights

 HEL – FRA (overnight) 
Lufthansa

FRA –IST, IST - COO

Turkish Airlines

 COO – IST, IST – HEL

Turkish Airlines

 Baggage allowance

2 x Checked baggage á 23kg

+ 2 x carry-on bag 8kg

+ ski bag



License



Villa Karo (Purpose and function)

➢ Primarily job is to offer Finnish artists, researchers and other cultural and 

societal figures living in Finland an opportunity to do a residency in Africa.

➢ Founded in 2000 by writer Juha Vakkuri (1946-2019)

➢ Villa Karo is located in Grand-Popo, Benin. 

➢ Benin is a friendly country, where the strong local culture has lasted 

better than in many other countries. Grand-Popo is a calm fishing village, 

which guarantees the visitors a peaceful work life and inspiring milieu.

➢ In addition to the residency, Villa Karo is a Finnish-African cultural and 

research center, which provides free cultural services to the local 

inhabitants as well as work spaces to multidisciplinary artists and 

researchers.

➢ The activities of the cultural center include concerts, theatre and dance 

performances, movie screenings in the outdoor movie theatre, meeting 

and seminar spaces, a library and two museums as well as art, 

environment and language workshops.



Villa Karo buildings



Main building



Main building back side



Research Center



Museum Petit



Museum Karo



Azimuth map centered on TY

 US 300 – 330 deg

 JA 70 deg

 EU 350 -20 deg

 SA 250- 270 deg

 OH 5 deg



TY5AF station and antennas

Radios and linears

• Yaesu FTdx10 + SPE 1.3K

• Yaesu FT-3000 + RMA300

• N1MM contest log SW

Antennas

• 160m l-antenna

• 80m dipole

• 40m dipole and half square

• 10 – 20m Spider beam w 12m 

aluminium pole mast

• 14 AVQ broke up during inst.





Spider beam (10,12,15,17 and 20m)



160m l-antenna w elevated radials



Targets and expectations of the pedition

 Operate CQ WW CW M/S and win Africa

 Activate TY in other bands and modes as much as possible. 

Especially give new points to OH DX’ers.

 Understand the propagation in West Africa, which was a new place to 

be on air for all of us

 Try to get a proper antenna set up in top band as well as on 80m

 Get to know the local culture and 

 Most importantly try to understand a possibility to establish a 

permanent activity in Benin with hopefully new local amateurs



And how did we succeed…

 1st in Africa M/S category (raw scores)

 QSO statistics

Totally xxx OH QSO’s including a OH reception on 20m



And how did we succeed…

 Low band antennas

ideal would have been able to install 160m antenna on the beach, but
that was not possible. Also we knew in advance that a RX antenna is 
needed for 160/80m and that proved to be the case with high QRN level.

→ next time have to bring a RX loop

 Local culture

we got instruduction of the local culture and also a lecture of Voodoo 
and how it is performed in West Africa

 Helping of establihing local amateur radio activity in Benin

first of all, the staff in Villa Karo (both Finnish and locals) were interested
of what we were doing and we got already a promise that can come back
and even build a permanent station in Villa Karo

 Meeting with local ACEP representative

on Tueday when leaving back to Finland, we had a interesting meeting with
Mr Vital, who is charge of e.g. licenses in local AKEP and he was very
interested about amateur radio and how to start it up in Benin



Demonstrating amateur radio



Article in local news paper



Meeting with Mr Vital (second right)



Voodoo presentation (by Mr xx)



Local celebration in near by restaurant



Grand Popo views







TY5AF QSL


